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BLUE  RIDGE  RAIL  ROAD. 


Charleston,  Nov.  6,  1855. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Hail  Road  Company  in  South-Carolina,  was  held  this  day,  at 
the  Hall  of  the  Bank  of  Charleston.  A  majority  of  the  stock 
being  represented,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  business. 

The  President  submitted  a  report  on  the  present  condition 
and  future  prospects  of  the  Company,  which  was  read,  adopted, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Reports  were  also  received  from  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
Treasurer,  which  were  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  report  of  the  President. 

An  election  was  then  held  for  nine  Directors  to  serve  the 
ensuing  year,  which  resulted  as  follows  : 
i .  Hon.  Edward  Frost. 

2.  The  Hon.  the  Mayor  of  Charleston. 

3.  Henry  Gourdes". 
4:.  C.  M.  Ftjrman. 

5.  G.  A.  Trenholm. 

6.  IT.  \7.  Conner. 

7.  Robert  Adgee. 

8.  W.  C.  Dukes. 

9.  C.  T.  Lowndes. 

Mr.  Trenholm  introduced  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

To  hold  up  to  the  public  view  for  applause  and  emulation 
the  example  of  those  men  who  from  patriotic  and  unselfish  im- 
pulses have  dedicated  their  talents  to  the  service  of  the  com- 
monwealth, is  a  duty  universally  recognized ;  and  the  Stock- 


holders  of  the  Bine  Kidge  Eail  Eoad  Company  in  South-Caro- 
lina regard  it  as  a  peculiar  privilege  to  have  this  occasion  to 
place  on  record  the  sense  they  entertain  of  the  distinguished 
services  rendered  to  the  citizens  of  the  State  at  large  by  Henry 
Gourdin,  Esq.,  in  his  disinterested  and  successful  labors  as 
President  of  this  Company.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  hereby  tenders  to  Henry  Gour- 
din,  Esq.,  their  unanimous  and  cordial  thanks  for  the  services 
rendered  to  the  Blue  Eidge  Eail  Eoad  Company  in  South-Caro- 
lina, and  for  the  magnanimity  he  has  displayed  in  refusing  to 
receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Company  any  salary  or  other  com- 
pensation during  his  whole  official  term. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  the  perse- 
vering efforts  of  Mr.  Gourdin  have  mainly  contributed  to  the 
success  that  has  thus  far  attended  this  enterprise,  and  they  re- 
gard with  satisfaction  his  intention  to  remain  in  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  promote  its  successful  completion  by  his  counsel 
and  support. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Gourdin  by  the  Secretary. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

THOMAS  M.  WAGNER,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Blue  Eidge 
Eail  Eoad  Company  in  South-Carolina,  held  this  day,  the  Hon. 
Edward  Frost  was  unanimously  re-elected  President,  and  Trios. 
M.  Wagner  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


OFFICIAL  REPORTS. 


The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bine  Eidge  Kail  Road 
Company,  in  South-Carolina,  respectfully  present  the  following 
report : 

The  Board  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  announce  to  the 
Stockholders  that  the  Legislature,  at  its  last  annual  session, 
granted  additional  aid  to  that  which  was  provided  in  the  Act 
incorporating  the  Company;  but  with  some  modification.  By 
the  Act  of  1854,  the  State  agreed  to  guarantee  the  bonds  of  the 
Company  to  the  amount  of  $1,250,000.  At  the  last  session, 
the  Company  presented  their  petition  to  the  Legislature,  pray- 
ing aid  larger  in  amount  and  on  more  advantageous  terms. 
The  petition  met  with  a  favorable  reception ;  an  Act  was 
passed,  providing  for  a  subscription  in  behalf  of  the  State,  for 
$1,000,000  to  the  stock  of  the  Company,  and  for  the  guarantee 
of  the  bonds  of  the  Company  by  the  State  to  the  amount  of 
$1,000,000  more,  on  certain  terms  and  conditions.  One  of 
these  conditions  was,  that  the  said  bonds  should  be  secured  by 
a  mortgage  of  the  whole  estate,  property  and  funds  of  the 
several  Companies,  in  the  States  of  South-Carolina,  Georgia, 
North-Carolina  and  Tennessee,  with  a  saving  and  exception, 
however,  in  the  case  of  the  Knoxville  and  Charleston  Road,  of 
the  lien  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  on  the  property 
and  funds  of  the  said  Company.  The  Company  was  authorised 
to  secure,  without  any  priority  or  preference,  other  bonds  of 
the  Company,  not  to  exceed,  however,  in  the  whole,  $2,500,000. 

In  conformity  with  this  condition,  a  deed  of  trust,  bearing 
date  20th  April,  1851,  was  duly  executed  by  all  the  Companies, 
whereby  all  the  estate,  property  and  funds  of  the  Companies  in 
their  respective  States,  as  provided  by  the  Act,  were  conveyed 
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and  transferred  to  Mitchell  King,  James  Adger  and  James 
Rose,  in  trust  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  Com- 
pany to  the  amount  of  $2,500,000.  The  bonds  have  been 
printed,  and  many  have  been  prepared  and  executed  by  the 
officers  of  the  Company,  of  which  some  have  been  delivered 
to  the  contractors,  in  part  payment  of  work  they  have  done  on 
the  Road.  The  Board  have  not  had  any  occasion  to  apply  to 
the  proper  officers  for  the  guaranty  of  the  State  to  any  part  of 
the  bonds. 

By  this  additional  aid  the  Board  cannot  doubt  that  the  con- 
struction of  a  Rail  Road  from  Anderson  to  Knoxville  is  put  on 
secure  ground. 

In  November,  185-i,  Anson  Bangs  and  EliT.  Bangs  assigned 
to  their  associates  all  their  interest  in  the  contract  made  by 
Anson  Bangs  &  Co.  with  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  Company, 
for  the  construction  of  the  Road  from  Anderson  to  Knoxville. 
The  remaining  partners,  Ausburn  Birdsall,  Butler  PI.  Baxby 
and  John  C.  Mather,  having  associated  with  them  C.  A.  Whea- 
ton,  formed  a  new  partnership  under  the  name  of  A.  Birdsall 
&Co. 

The  Directors  have  not  assented  to  the  withdrawal  of  Anson 
and  Eli  T.  Bangs,  and  hold  them  bound  by  all  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  But  the  new  firm  claim  the  legal  right  to  carry  on 
and  perform  the  contract.  Anson  and  Eli  T.  Bangs,  at  the  time 
the  contract  was  made,  were  represented  to  be  experienced 
contractors  who.  had  realised  a  large  capital  in  the  business  of 
rail  road  building,  and  to  be  in  every  respect  highly  competent 
to  perform  their  undertaking.  It  was  with  Anson  Bangs  that 
all  the  terms  of  the  contract  were  adjusted.  The  other  three 
partners  who  now  in  part  compose  the  firm  of  A.  Birdsall  & 
Co.,  had  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Company,  any  previous 
experience  in  building  rail  roads,  but  they  were  represented 
and  believed  to  have  brought  into  the  concern  capital  and  credit 
to  assist  in  the  performance  of  the  contract. 

The  associated  Companies  have,  with  gratifying  harmony 
and  zeal,  cooperated  for  the  progress  of  the  work.  Agreements 
have  been  executed  between  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany in  South-Carolina,  and  each  of  the  other  Companies, 


under  powers  grunted  by  their  respective  charters,  which  secure 
unanimity  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  in"the  operation  of 
the  Eoad  when  it  is  completed.  But  the  severaLcorporations 
are  so  identified  in  interest  in  the  common  Eoad,  that  no  cause 
for  disturbance  can  be  foreseen  nor  conjectured. 

The  citizens  of  Anderson  have  perform edttheir  agreement,  to 
procure  releases  of  the  right  of  way  from]Andersonfcto  Pendle- 
ton, a  distance  of  fourteen  miles.  Over  the  remaining  thirty- 
seven  miles  in  this  State,  only  $518  has  been  paid  for  the  right 
of  way.  Four  other  claimants  of  damages  are  known  to  the 
Directors,  but  their  claims  have  not  yet  been  adjusted. 

In  Georgia  the  entire  way  (17  miles)  has  been  released,  at  a 
cost  of  $3J640. 

Of  fifty-seven  land  owners  on  the  line  of  the  Eoad  through 
N orth-Carolina,  forty-three  have  granted  the  right  of  way.  Of 
the  remaining  fourteen,  some  are  minors,  who  cannot  release  ; 
some  have  sustained  actual  damage,  who  properly  demand 
reparation  ;  and  very  few  claim  compensation.  Proceedings 
were  instituted  to  adjust  these  claims  at  the  last  October  session 
of  the  County  Court,  and  the  adjustment  of  them  was  only 
prevented  by  an  informality  of  the  process. 

In  Tennessee  we  have  the  assurance  of  the  President  of  the 
Company  in  that  State  that  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced, 
and  that  the  right  of  way  would  have  been  adjusted  in  time  for 
this  report,  if  unavoidable  circumstances  had  not  prevented  his 
attending  to  the  business. 

Nineten  and  a  half  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased  in 
Anderson  for  Depot  grounds,  at  the  price  of  $3,317  96.  The 
tract  is  adjacent  to  the  terminus  of  the  Greenville  and  Columbia 
Eail  Eoad,  so  as  to  connect  the  Freight  and  Passenger  depots 
conveniently  for  the  two  Companies. 

In  Pendleton  five  acres  have  been  also  purchased  for  $3,000. 
suitable  for  all  the  business  of  the  Eoad. 

The  President  of  the  Knoxville  &  Charleston  Eail  Eoad 
has  succeeded  in  purchasing  a  very  advantageous  location  for 
depots  near  the  city,  and  adjoining  the  depots  of  the  Georgia  & 
East-Tennessee  Eail  Eoad,  and  of  the  Virginia  &  East^Ten- 
nessee  Eail  Eoad.     Twenty-five  acres  of  land  were  bought  for 


$5,000,  for  the  use  of  the  Knoxville  &  Charleston  Eail  Eoad, 
with  the  privilege  reserved  to  the  Knoxville  &  Kentucky  Rail 
Road,  to  take  one-half  of  the  tract  for  the  depots  of  that  Road, 
on  paying  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  land. 

ISTo  purchases  have  yet  been  made  in  Claytou,  Georgia,  Frank- 
lin, North-Carolina,  nor  in  Marysville,  Tennessee,  because  no 
present  urgency  requires  that  depot  grounds  at  these  places 
should  be  bought. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  hereto  appended,  exhibits  a  gen- 
eral statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  and  its  receipts 
and  expenditures  to  the  1st  instant. 

Instalments  have  been  received  to  the  amount  of  $463,655. 
The  State  6  per  cent,  bonds  given  in  payment  of  the  instalments 
on  the  State  subscription,  were  sold  at  par.  A  loss  of  $9,047  61 
was  sustained  on  the  city  bonds  taken  in  payment  of  the  city 
subscription. 

The  cost  of  engineering,  though  apparently  large,  is  very 
moderate,  when  the  length  of  the  Road  and  the  difficulties  of 
the  location  are  considered. 

The  route  required  the  most  careful  examination  of  the  coun- 
try, and  repeated  trials  of  lines  through  broken  and  difficult 
passes  along  water  courses  and  mountain  sides,  as  well  for  the 
location  of  the  Road,  as  also  to  effect  a  saving  in  construction 
by  making  such  slight  deflections  in  the  course  of  the  Road  as 
might  reduce  the  amount  of  the  work,  without  materially  vary- 
ing the  located  line. 

The  total  grading  clone  by  the  contractors,  amounts  to  $510- 
357  77 ;  of  this  one-half  was  paid  in  cash,  one-fourth  in  the 
stock,  and  one-fourth  in  the  bonds  of  the  Company. 

It  became  necessary,  in  order  to  save  the  charter  of  the  Knox- 
ville &  Charleston  Company  in  Tennessee,  that  the  Road  should 
be  commenced  in  that  State.  Accordingly,  one  mile  of  the 
Road,  extending  from  near  the  depot  ground  in  Knoxville, 
through  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city,  towards  the  Plolston 
River,  was  let  to  O'TIara  &  Lamon.  This  work  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  $15,810  93  is  charged  for  it  in  the  account. 

Masonry  and  bridging,  in  addition  to  deep  cuts  and  embank  • 
ments,  have  made  this  mile  expensive.     The  iron  which  is 
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charged  in  the  account,  was  purchased  in  compliance  with  an 
agreement  with  the  Georgia  &  East-Tennessee  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany, that  the  latter  company  should  make  the  grading  for  a 
common  track  through  their  own  grounds,  for  their  Road  and 
the  Ivnoxville  &  Charleston  Road,  and  that  the  latter  company 
should  furnish  the  iron  for  the  track. 

The  cash  resources  of  the  Company  are  : 
City  of  Charleston  subscription.  -       $1,049,000 

City  of  Charleston  private  subscription,         -         -  53,000 

State  subscription,  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  1,000,000 
State  guarantee  of  bonds.  -----  1,000,000 
State  aid  to  Pendleton  Rail  Road,      -  -  -±3,500 

Private  subscription  to  Pendleton  Rail  Road,  52,000 

Private  subscription  Blue  Ridge  R.  R.  Co.  of  Ceo.  3,600 

North-Carolina  subscription,  -  55,400 

Tennessee  State  aid  (for  iron)     -         -  -  540,000 

Tennessee  State  aid  (for  bridges)   -         -  -        100,000 

Subscription  of  Knox  and  Blount  counties,  and  pri- 
vate subscriptions,  -----  250,000 

4,1-1(3,500 
In  addition  to  this,  are  the  mortgage  bonds  of  the 

Company.  -         -     1,500,000 


5,(310,500 


Estimated  cost   of  the  Road,  with  iron,  complete 

under  the  contract  with  Anson  Bangs  &  Co.,       -     0,800,000 
( )ne-half  paid  to  the  contractors  in  stock  and  bonds,     3,100,000 


Balance  to  be  paid  in  cash,    -----  ,K3,400,000 

The  price  of  the  Depot  grounds  in  Knoxville  was  paid  with 
the  bonds  of  that  county.  These  are  all  ready  for  delivery, 
and  those  for  Blount  County  are,  in  part,  executed.  The  County 
Courts  in  both  these  counties  have  assessed  taxes  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  these  bonds. 

On  account  of  the  expenditures  already  made  in  Tennessee, 
and  in  anticipation  that  at  least  thirty  miles  of  the  Road  in  Ten- 
nessee must  be  put  under  contract  in  a  short  time,  in  order  to 
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comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  Tennessee  State  aid,  a  call 
has  made  last  October  on  the  County  Judges  of  Knox  and 
Blount  counties,  for  the  delivery  to  the  President  of  the  Knox- 
ville  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  of  one-half  of  the  county  subscrip- 
tion in  bonds,  as  soon  after  that  time  as  they  could  be  issued  ; 
the  remaining  two-fourths  to  be  delivered  on  the  1st  July,  1856, 
and  the  1st  January,  1857.  It  was.necessary  thus  to  prescribe 
the  time  and  amount  of  the  issue  of  these  bouds,  so  as  to  enable 
the  County  Court  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
but  it  is  intended  to  use  them  only  as  they  may  be  required  for 
the  construction  of  the  Road  in  Tennessee. 

No  calls  have  yet  been  made  on  the  North-Carolina  stock- 
holders, because  no  work  has  been  commenced  in  that  State  ; 
before  which  time  the  Directors  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to 
require  payment. 

'It  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  that 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  grading  of  the  Road  in  this  State,  (51 
miles)  is  finished,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  Road  in  Georgia. 
Though  thus  much  done  gives  encouragement  for  the  progress 
of  the  Road,  yet  the  Board  are  not  satisfied  that  more  has  not 
been  done.  They  have  especially  complained  to  the  contrac- 
tors that  the  bridge-masonry  and  tunnels  are  not  undertaken, 
and  prosecuted  with  vigor.  The  contractors  have  recently  as- 
sured the  Board  of  their  determination  to  put  an  adequate  force 
on  these  parts  of  the  work  as  soon  as  it  can  be  organized. 
The  Board  hope  the  contractors  will  soon  effect  what  they 
promise. 

Delay  in  the  construction  of  the  Road  is  prejudicial  to  its 
interests  in  many  respects ;  but  in  none  more  than  in  the  appre- 
hension it  excites,  even  in  persons  well  disposed  to  the  enter- 
prise, that  the  work  is  obstructed  by  insurmountable  difficulties ; 
and  in  the  opportunity  for  clamor  and  misrepresentation  which 
it  gives  to  the  evil  disposed.  ISTo  difficulties  have  occurred 
which  were  not  well  known  and  confronted  before  the  cost  was 
calculated  and  the  work  begun.  The  cost  of  the  completed 
Road  (exclusive  of  the  iron)  at  the  prices  for  which  grading 
may  now  be  done,  would  be  much  less  than  the  estimates.  All 
the  grading  which  has  been  done  on  the  Road  was  sublet  at 
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rates  nearly  25  per  cent,  below  the  estimate.  A  small  part  of 
these  contracts  is  paid  in  the  stock  and  bonds  of  the  Company. 
It  is  believed  from  reliable  information  that  contracts  may  now 
be  made  at  30  per  cent,  less  than  the  estimate,  if  the  work  is 
paid  for  in  cash.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  snb-contractors 
have  either  finished  their  contracts  in  South-Carolina,  or  are 
now  assiduously  and  cheerfully  working  on  them.  Some  who 
have  finished  one  contract  have  taken  another  ;  and,  generally, 
they  are  satisfied  with  the  profits  of  the  labor  employed.  No 
soil  can  be  more  favorable  for  a  rail  road  than  that  in  Georgia, 
which  has  been  worked.  In  making  the  estimate  of  grading, 
it  was  assumed  that  one-fourth  of  it  would  consist  of  rock. 
This  was,  of  course,  only  conjectured.  The  quantity  of  rock 
has  been  found  much  less  than  a  fourth.  In  this  item  of  rock, 
and  by  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  Road,  after  the  estimate 
was  made,  a  saving  will  be  effected  in  the  cost  of  the  grading 
in  South-Carolina,  of  8300,000. 

Much  the  largest  part  of  the  entire  Road  is  easily  graded, 
and  a  considerable  part  cheaply  done.  Heavy  rock  work  will 
be  encountered  in  the  Smoky  Mountains,  but  competent  con- 
tractors are  not  wanting  to  undertake  it,  and  Ave  are  confident 
at  prices  not  over  the  estimates.  Though  the  contractors  have 
been  able  to  let  out  the  grading  advantageously,  yet  consider- 
ing the  cash  cost  of  the  tunnels,  masonry,  bridges  and  iron,  the 
Board  is  quite  satisfied  with  the  contract,  and  only  desire  that 
it  be  performed  according  to  its  terms. 

The  tunnels,  though  they  must  be  of  slow  work,  present  no 
obstacle,  either  in  cost  or  construction,  to  the  completion  of 
the  Road.  Experienced  and  competent  contractors  are  willing 
to  work  them  for  the  estimated  prices,  in  cash.  The  despond- 
ency which  a  tunnel  produces  in  the  minds  of  some  persons, 
arises  from  a  want  of  information  on  the  subject.  The  Nerthe 
Tunnel,  near  Marseilles,  is  15,153  feet  long.  On  the  Genoa 
and  Turin  Rail  Way  there  is  a  tunnel  two  miles  long ;  and  in 
twenty -five  miles  through  the  Appenines  there  are  nine  more. 
The  London  &;  Birmingham  Bail  Way  has  eight  tunnels.  The 
London  &  Dover  five,  and  the  Newcastle  &  Dover  five.  The 
Woodhead  tunnel,  between  Manchester  and  Sheffield,  is  three 


miles  long.  In  the  United  States,  the  Baltimore  &  'Ohio  Eail 
Road  has  sixteen  tunnels ;  the  Parkersburgh  Road  seventeen, 
and  at  the  crossing  of  the  Bine  Ridge,  the  Virginia  Central  Rail 
Road  has  four.  It  is  needless  to  multiply  instances.  The  cost 
of  some  of  these  tunnels  was  more,  and  of  some  less  than  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  tunnels,  not  varying, 
generally,  much.  The  tunnel  on  the  Nashville  &  Chattanooga 
Road  is  more  than  half  a  mile  long,  through  a  compact  lime- 
stone rock,  and  was  finished  under  a  contract  of  $3  25  per 
cubic  yard.  It  is  true  that  the  contractor  lost  money,  and  the 
Company  presented  him  with  KlO,000.  The  Stump  House 
tunnel  is  estimated  at  $5  the  cubic  yard.  The  statement  re- 
specting European  and  American  tunnels  have  been  taken 
from  the  Report  of  Captain  McClellan,  of  the  IT.  S.  Engineer 
Corps,  to  the  War  Department,  by  order  of  the  Secretary. 

Captain  McClellan  states  the  general  rule  to  be,  that  to  make 
a  cutting  more  than  60  feet  deep,  will  be  more  costly  than  a 
tunnel,  unless  the  material  is  required  for  a  neighboring  em- 
bankment.    Economy  is  the  principal  test  in  these  matters. 

If  it  should  be  deemed  advisable,  while  the  Stump  House 
tunnel  is  being  made,  the  mountain  can  be  crossed  temporarily 
by  a  switch  rail,  which  is  a  rail  way  running  zig-zag,  up  and 
down  the  sides  of  the  mountain.  The  cost  of  the  grading  for 
such  a  track  will  not  exceed  $10,000.  This  expedient  has  been 
resorted  to  on  other  roads. 

The  Boai'd  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
urging  the  Road  to  a  speedy  completion.  The  people  of  Charles- 
ton and  of  the  State  have  been  too  tardy  in  opening  a  direct 
trade  with  the  West.  Already  the  commerce  of  the  Missis- 
sippi valley,  which  accumulates  at  the  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
is  pouring  through  the  eastern  and  western  outlets  of  the  val- 
leys to  Savannah  on  one  side,  and  to  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
on  the  other.  From  Knoxville,  the  Georgia  &  East-Tennessee 
Road  is  finished  to  Dalton,  on  the  Georgia  State  road ;  and 
produce  is  transported  from  Knoxville  to  Savannah  over  the 
Georgia  Central  Road.  From  Dalton  it  is  carried  to  Savannah 
without  a  change  of  cars,  while  the  whole  western  produce,  on 
its  way  to  Charleston,  is  subject  to  detention  and  embarrass- 


meiit  by  the  necessity  of  unloading  and  re-loading  and  trans- 
ferring the  freight  cars  from  the  Georgia  Rail  Road  depots,  at 
Augusta,  to  the  South-Carolina  Rail  Road  depots  by  animal 
power.  From  Lynchburg,  in  Virginia,  to  Richmond  and  Pe- 
tersburg, rail  roads  are  completed ;  and  through  those  cities 
Lynchburg  is  connected  with  all  the  North  and  East  Atlantic- 
cities.  The  Virginia  &  East-Tennessee  Road  from  Knoxville 
to  Lynchburg  is  in  part  finished,  and  is  fast  apjjroaching  to 
completion.  When  this  link  is  finished,  the  commercial  cordon 
will  be  completed,  which  is  designed  to  turn  the  western  trade 
around  our  borders,  and  must  have  the  effect  to  divert  it  from 
our  city  and  State.  The  current  of  trade  will  set  through  these 
routes  several  years  before  the  Charleston  &  Knoxville  Road 
can  be  completed,  even  if  it  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost 
energy.  Delays  in  the  competition  of  trade  are  dangerous. 
Commerce  in  time  wears  and  widens  its  channel  until,  by  force 
of  habit  and  facilities  for  business,  a  mountain  barrier  is  raised 
against  any  attempt  to  change  its  course. 

No  adequate  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  trade  which,  in 
time,  must  be  carried  over  this  Road,  and  any  attempt  at  a  sta- 
tistical exhibit  would  be  charged  with  extravagance.  The 
products  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  North- Alabama,  Mississippi 
and  Georgia,  must  seek  Atlantic  ports.  They  consist  of  wheat, 
flour,  bacon,  tobacco,  cotton.  The  surplus  of  production  over 
the  demand  for  consumption,  already  great,  must  be  increased 
indefinitely  by  the  creation  of  a  market.  Charleston,  by  way 
of  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road,  will  be  the  nearest  Atlantic  port 
to  Knoxville.  From  Covington,  opposite  to  Cincinnati,  and 
from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  rail  roads  are  in  operation  to  Lex- 
ington. A  company  is  organized  to  construct  a  road  from 
Knoxville  to  Lexington — a  contract  is  made  for  making  thirty 
miles  out  of  Knoxville,  and  to  the  Tennessee  line,  if  the  Com- 
pany should  so  determine.  The  contractors,  if  they  are  not 
now  at  work,  will  be  in  less  than  one  month.  Before  our  Road 
to  Knoxville  can  be  finished,  it  is  probable  this  road  will  be 
in  operation.  The  long  desired  connection  between  Charleston 
and  Louisville,  and  Cincinnati,  will  then  be  accomplished. 

The  increase  of  trade  and  travel  over  the  South-Carolina  Rail 
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Road  justifies  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  increase 
to  the  business  and  travel  which  the  Charleston  &  Knoxville 
Road  must  bring  to  Charleston  and  the  State.  It  is  probable, 
before  our  Road  is  finished,  rail  road  connections  from  Knox- 
ville will  be  extended  to  the  Northern  lakes,  through  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  and  to  Memphis  on  the  Mississippi  river. 
This  area  of  fertility  and  production  greatly  exceeds  that  which 
supplies  the  trade  of  the  Charleston  &  Hamburg  Road.  In  a 
report  to  the  stockholders,  made  in  1828,  when  this  Road  was 
about  to  be  commenced,  the  gross  annual  receipts  were  esti- 
mated at  $134,000.  It  was  assumed  that  ten  travellers  would 
go  each  way,  per  day,  between  Charleston  and  Hamburg. 
This,  at  the  time,  was  derided  by  many  as  a  most  extravagant 
calculation.  The  branch  to  Columbia  was  finished  in  1842. 
In  1844,  the  total  number  of  passengers  was  54,146 — equal  to 
an  average  of  150  up  and  down  in  one  day,  and  the  gross  earn- 
ings had  increased  to  $533,000. 

In  1854  the  passengers  had  increased  to  156,576,  being  an 
average  of  340  passengers  a  day,  up  and  down,  and  the  gross 
earnings  of  the  Road  had  increased  to  $1,363,000.  In  1845  not 
a  bushel  of  grain,  nor  barrel  of  flour,  nor  of  turpentine,  appears 
to  have  been  carried  on  the  Road.  In  1846  these  articles  first 
appear  in  the  tables  of  freight.  In  1854  they  had  reached 
to  62,651  bbls  Hour,  136,000  bushels  of  grain,  and  21,642  bbls. 
turpentine.  Before  1849,  no  entries  of  merchandise  and  live 
stock  appear.  In  1850,  15,863  bales  of  merchandise  are  car- 
ried, and  in  1854,  11,009  bales,  and  live  stock  exhibits  a  total 
of  12,506.  The  receipts  of  grain  (almost  entirely  wheat)  on  the 
Road  reached  503,000  bushels,  up  to  October  20th  of  this  year ; 
and  of  flour  to  28,817  barrels.  The  increase  of  cotton  brought 
from  Hamburg,  in  ten  years,  from  1844,  is  near  70,000  bales. 

Such  have  been  the  results  of  twenty  years  of  operation  of 
the  South-Carolina  Rail  Road.  They  exhibit,  in  the  most  stri- 
king manner  the  effect  of  rail  roads  in  developing  and  exci- 
ting the  productive  industry  of  a  country,  and  advancing  the 
commerce  of  the  ports  at  which  they  terminate. 

Rail  Roads  have  in  a  great  measure  superseded  rivers,  canals, 
turnpikes,  and  all  other  roads  for  the  transportation  of  produce 


15 

and  passengers,  and  must  in  time  entirely  supersede  tliem. 
Cities  are  no  longer  dependent  on  the  natural  advantages  de- 
rived from  being  at  the  estuaries  of  large  rivers  or  bays.  The 
trade  of  our  great  North- American  continent  is  thrown  open 
to  the  competition  of  the  bold  and  enterprising.  No  city  can 
hope  to  increase,  nor  even  to  retain  its  trade,  without  rail  roads ; 
and  those  which  make  the  boldest  and  most  vigorous  efforts  to 
provide  them  must  outstrip  competition. 

Little  trade  can  be  gleaned  east  of  the  Alleghanies,  compared 
with  that  boundless  harvest  which  lies  beyond  them.  To  this 
region,  as  to  a  goal,  every  Atlantic  State,  and  Gulf  State,  too, 
are  bending  their  energies.  Rail  Roads  are  completed  through 
the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  and  are  in  progress  from  every 
Southern  Atlantic  State.  Maryland  has  reached  the  Ohio  by 
its  Baltimore  tfc  Ohio  Rail  Road — Virginia  has  penetrated  the 
Blue  Ridge — North-Carolina  is  moving  in  the  same  direction — 
Georgia  has  accomplished  the  connection  of  her  seaports  with 
the  Western  rivers — Alabama  and  Mississippi  have  roads  in 
progress  to  the  same  end.  The  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  is  the 
enterprise  of  South-Carolina.  A  united,  hearty  and  vigorous 
effort  must  accomplish  it — and  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  Board 
are  directed  to  its  speedy  completion. 

EDWARD  FROST,  President. 


ENGINEER'S  OFFICE,  BLUE  RIDGE  R.  R.  CO.  | 
Anderson,  November  1,  1855.  \ 

To  the  President  and  Directors : 

Gentlemen, — I  have  to  report  to  you  the  condition  and  pro- 
gress of  the  work  under  my  charge. 

Viewing  it  as  a  whole,  the  amount  of  work  which  has  been 
done  up  to  this  time  is  far  from  being  satisfactory  ;  but  in  this 
State  and  Georgia,  to  which  portions  operations  have  been 
almost  exclusively  confined,  (if  we  exclude  the  tunnels  and 
bridges,)  much  has  been  accomplished. 

On  the  first  division  from  Anderson  to  the  Seneca  river,  a 
distance  of  eighteen  miles,  not  more  than  two  miles  remain  to 
be  graded.  Two  heavy  cuts  are  unfinished,  which  in  the  com- 
mencement contained  over  two  hundred  thousand  cubic  yards 
of  material  to  be  removed.  Eighty  thousand  only  remain,  on 
which  there  is  a  force  that  will  complete  them  in  the  next  five 
months.  The  culvert-masonry  on  this  division  is  nearly  com- 
pleted; but  one  culvert  of  magnitude  remains  to  be  finished. 
Of  the  bridge-masonry  and  bridges.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  cannot 
speak  so  favorably. 

There  are  three  streams  to  be  crossed  between  Anderson  and 
the  Seneca  river.  The  twenty-six,  twenty-three  and  eighteen 
mile  creeks :  the  cost  of  crossing  these  will  be  large,  particu- 
larly the  first,  which  will  only  be  exceeded  by  that  of  the 
Holston  and  Tennessee  rivers.  The  masonry  in  the  piers  and 
abutments  is  eight  thousand  perches.  To  complete  these 
bridges  will  require  six  months ;  and  although  notice  was  given 
to  the  contractors  four  months  since  to  commence  this  work, 
nothing  yet  has  been  done  towards  it.  I  am  told,  however, 
that  a  beginning  will  soon  be  made. 

On  the  second  division  (eighteen  miles)  from  and  including 
the  Seneca  river  to  the  foot  of  the  Turnip  Top  Mountain,  the 
Road  is  also  in  a  state  of  forwardness.  The  quantity  of  grading 
to  be  done  is  less  than  on  the  first  division,  although  extending 


over  a  greater  distance.  The  work  is  very  light,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  cut,  known  as  the  Shiloah  Cut,  so  that  a  reason- 
able force  could,  in  three  months,  place  this  division  in  readiness 
for  the  superstructure,  excepting  the  trestle  work  and  bridge 
over  the  Seneca,  which  will  require  six  months  for  their  com- 
pletion. The  culvert-masonry  on  this  division  is  also  in  a  fair 
state  of  progress.  The  Seneca  is  the  only  stream  of  any  note 
to  be  crossed,  and  the  bridge -masonry  will  consequently  be 
light.  This  division  might  very  easily  be  prepared  for  the 
superstructure,  at  an  early  period  in  the  next  year,  should  it 
be  desired. 

The  third  division  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains  to  the 
Chattuga  river,  fifteen  miles,  is  one  of  the  heaviest  and  most 
costly  portions  of  the  Road,  on  which  three-fourths  nearly  of 
the  grading  has  been  done,  but  at  such  detached  points  that 
no  continuous  length  of  consequence  has  been  finished. 

The  culvert-masonry  in  this  division  is  also  in  a  state  of  for- 
wardness. Only  two  or  three  culverts  remain  to  be  put  in, 
which  can  be  completed  during  the  present  year,  if  deemed 
advisable.  The  streams  on  this  division  are  the  "Village  Fork, 
Changa  and  Whetstone,  none  of  which  are  large.  The  two 
last  will  be  crossed  on  short,  low  trestle  work,  so  that  there 
will  be  no  bridge-masonry,  except  at  the  former,  where  there 
will  be  a  bridge  of  one  hundred  feet  span.  This  division  will, 
nevertheless,  be  much  more  costly  than  any  other  on  the  entire 
line  of  Road,  not  only  pn  account  of  the  mountain  country 
which  is  here  met  with,  but  more  particularly  on  account  of 
the  three  tunnels  which  occur  within  it.  But  little  progress 
has  yet  been  made  in  these  tunnels,  not,  however,  because  of 
any  difficulty  which  the  work  itself  presents,  but  for  the  reason 
that  the  contractors  who  commenced  the  largest  and  most  ex- 
pensive of  them,  now  two  years  since,  abandoned  it  soon  after 
doing  so,  and  have  not  since  had  any  force  of  consequence 
upon  them.  The  main  tunnel  will  be  5,800  feet  in  length,  and 
as  it  is  designed  to  sink  four  shafts,  if  a  competent  force  be 
employed,  and  the  work  be  prosecuted  with  vigor,  the  tunnel 
can  be  finished  in  two  and  a  half  to  three  years  after  the  shafts 
are  sunk. 
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The  other  tunnels  on  this  division  being-  short,  there  will  be 
little  or  no  difficulty  with  them,  beyond  what  there  would  be  in 
deep  cutting ;  and  it  is  only  with  a  view  of  saving  in  cost  that 
they  are  resorted  to  in  preference  to  deep  cuts. 

This  division  of  Road  has  been  much  improved  by  a  thorough 
revision  of  the  line  since  first  located.  The  change  made  on 
this,  together  with  two  small  ones  on  the  second  division,  will 
save  in  the  grading  >K100,000,  without  any  detriment  to  the 
grades  or  curves,  and  with  an  increase  of  distance  less  than 
one-fourth  of  a  mile. 

The  fourth  division,  commencing  at  the  Chattuga,  includes 
the  bridge  over  that  stream,  and  terminates  at  the  Locust  Stake. 
This  division,  which  is  seventeen  and  a  half  miles  in  length, 
comprises  the  Road  within  the  State  of  Georgia.  For  twelve 
miles  it  passes  through  a  country  similar  to  the  mountain  region 
in  South-Carolina,  and  will  be  expensive.  The  remainder  of 
this  section  will  be  very  easy  and  light.  There  are  two  tunnels 
on  this  division,  measuring  together  8,400  feet,  neither  of  which 
have  been  commenced  ;  and  I  regret  to  say  that  very  little  pro- 
gress has  been  made  with  the  grading,  in  consecpuence  of  the 
small  force  that  has  been  employed  upon  it.  The  culvert- 
masonry  is  now  advancing  satisfactorily,  and  will  be  completed 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months.  Of  heavy  bridging  and  bridge- 
masonry,  there  will  be  none  in  this  division,  except  at  the  Chat- 
tuga, which  will  be  crossed  on  piers  one  hundred  and  ten  feet 
in  height,  and  by  three  spans  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
each.     The  estimated  cost  of  this  bridge  is  $60,000. 

On  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  divisions,  inclu- 
ding 74  miles  in  North-Carolina  and  34  miles  in  Tennessee,  no 
work  has  yet  been  done. 

The  tenth  division  comprises  the  last  20  miles,  terminating 
at  Knoxville.  In  order  to  comply  with  the  charters  of  the 
Knoxville  &  Charleston  Rail  Road  Company,  one  mile  from 
the  East-Tennessee  &  Georgia  Rail  Road  to  the  Holston  River, 
was  in  January  last  let  to  O'Hara  &  Lamon,  who  have  advanced 
satisfactorily  with  the  work,  and  they  will  no  doubt  complete 
it  in  the  ensuing  month,  at  a  cost  within  the  estimate,  ISTo 
other  portion  of  the  work  has  been  commenced  in  Tennessee. 
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In  this  State  there  will  be  53  miles  of  Road,  and  three  small 
streams  will  have  to  be  crossed  by  bridges.  The  principal  and 
most  important  river  to  be  crossed  on  the  entire  line  of  Road, 
is  the  ITolston,  the  masonry-work  at  which  will  be  expensive  ; 
the  piers,  on  an  average,  will  be  sixty  feet  in  height,  and  the 
spans,  of  which  there  will  be  nine,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
each.  The  whole  length  of  the  bridge  will  be  It 00  feet,  and 
the  estimated  cost  $75,000.  It  is  probable  that  the  Tennessee 
may  have  to  be  crossed  above  James'  factory,  with  a  view  to 
a  saving  of  expense  and  distance ;  this  will  involve  the  neces- 
sity of  re-crossing  the  river,  so  that,  should  this  line  be  adopted, 
two  important  bridges,  in  addition  to  that  over  the  Holston, 
will  have  to  be  built  in  Tennessee ;  but  in  this  case,  the  bridge 
over  Abram's  creek  will  have  to  be  dispensed  with. 

The  quantity  of  material  removed  on  the  three  first  divisions 
of  Boad,  is  1,781,000  cubic  yards.  The  estimated  amount  in 
the  first  instance  was  3,744,000,  which  has  been  reduced  by 
the  revised  location,  and  a  change  of  slopes  to  3,044,000,  leav- 
ing now  to  be  removed  on  these  divisions  1,263,000  cubic  yards : 
this  quantity  will,  with  the  present  force  on  the  line,  be  re- 
moved during  the  ensuing  year,  and  (with  the  exception  of  the 
tunnels)  the  Road  may  be  put  in  order  for  receiving  the  super- 
structure. For  more  satisfactory  information  I  refer  you  to  the 
table  hereunto  annexed,  showing  the  amount  of  work  done  on 
each  division  of  Road,  with  its  cost : 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  AMOUNT  OF  WORK  DONE  ON  EACH 
DTVTSION  OF  ROAD. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Material  removed. .  . 590,941  earth  :  36,312  rock — 636,253  cubic  varcta 

Masonry 1,634  perches 

Clearing 17  miles 

Total  cost $169,081  51 

SECOND   DIVISION. 

Material  removed.  .  .372,647  earth;   14,89*7  rock — 387,544  cubic  yards. 
Masonry,  exclusive  of  iron  pipes, 401  perches 


Total  cost 188,566  03 
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THIRD  DIVISION. 

Material  removed,  648,219  earth;   1 0*7,21.7  rock — 755,436  cubic,  yards. 

Tunnelling 3,305  cubic  yards 

Masonry 2,319  perches 

Clearing 15  miles 

Total  cost $250,920  40 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 

Material  removed 71,385  earth  ;   18,724  rock — 90,109   cubic   yards. 

Masonry 2,904  perches 

Clearing 7  miles 


Total  cost $37,854  87 

TENTH  DIVISION. 

Material  removed 25,514  earth;  5,949  rock 31,463  cubic  yards. 

Masonry 3,578  perches 

Total  cost $18,840  74 

Total  number  of  cubic  yards 1,900,805 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  work  has  opened,  and  its 
appearance  at  this  time,  I  may  with  confidence  say  that  the 
grading  in  South- Carolina  will  fall  short  of  the  estimate  of 
300,000  dollars, 

The  grades,  for  a  mountain  country,  are  highly  favorable, 
more  so  than  can  be  found  on  any  other  Road  which  crosses  the 
Blue  Ridge,  the  maximum  in  the  direction  of  the  heavy  traffic, 
in  no  instance  exceeding  forty-five  feet  to  the  mile  ;  and  as  the 
amount  of  freight  carried  in  this  direction  will  exceed  that 
transported  in  the  opposite,  at  least  one-third,  this  Road,  in 
regard  to  freights,  may  fairly  be  classed  with  those  Roads 
having  only  forty-five  feet  grades  as  their  maximum. 

An  engine,  having  twenty  tons  on  her  driving  wheels,  will 
take  up  in  the  direction  of  Knoxville  to  Charleston  200  tons, 
equal  to  1,000  bags  of  Cotton,  weighing  400  pounds  each,  exclu- 
sive of  herself  and  cars.  This  engine  will  be  able  also  to  take 
from  Charleston  to  Knoxville  the  same  number  of  cars  as  she 
will  from  Knoxville  to  Charleston,  two-thirds  being  loaded  and 
one-third  empty,  which  will  generally  be  the  case. 
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Accompanying  tins  report  is  a  profile  of  the  Road  divided 
into  sections  of  one  mile  each,  showing, 

First.  The  quantities  of  excavation  and  embankment  in  ex- 
cess on  each  mile,  as  estimated,  with  its  cost. 

Second.  The  curves  and  tangent  lines,  with  their  length  and 
degrees  of  deflection. 

Third.  The  grades,  with  their  length,  and  the  heighth  of 
each  mile,  above  and  below  the  datum  line,  based  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  pillars,  at  Anderson  Conrt  House. 

Fourth.     The  tunnels,  with  their  length. 

Fifth.  A  corresponding  profile  of  those  divisions  on  which 
grading  has  been  done,  showing  the  work  done  and  that  yet  to 
be  done. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  B.   LYTHGOE, 

Chief  Engineer. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT 


BLUE  RIDGE  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY,  TO  1st  NOVEMBER,  1855. 


1855. 

Nov.  1.  To  Capital  Stock |463,655  00 

To  Stock — full  shaves — for  amount  issued  and  due  Messrs. 
A.  Bangs  &  Co.,  in  payment  of  work,  less  amount  re- 
tained as  security 70,545  23 

To  Stock — full  shares — for  this  amount,  being  10  percent, 
of  amount  of  work  done  by  Anson  Bangs  &  Co.,  and 

transferred  as  collateral  security 51,033  32 

To  Mortgage  Bonds  for  this  amount,  issued  and  due  Messrs. 

A.  Bangs  &  Co.,  in  payment  of  work,  as  per  contract ....  1  27,578  50 
To  Bonds  Payable — for  bond  to  Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  in  pay- 
ment of  depot  land,  Pendleton 3,000  00 

To  Pendleton  R.  R.,  received  from  them 78,300  00 

To  Blue  Ridge  R,  R  Co.,  received  from  them, 137,310  00 

To  interest — received  interest  on  Stocks  and  Notes 0,796  55 

To  Engineering  Account — received  from  A.  Bangs  ct  (Jo., 

for  services  rendered 1,500  00 

To  Bills  Payable — for  sundry  Notes  discounted 345,929  56 

To  A.  Bangs  &  Co. — balance  due  them 00 

To  Security  of  O'Hara  &  Lamon — for  this  amount  re- 
served as  per  contract 2,371  4S 

To  N.  Johnson — balance  due  him 988  51 

To  Interest  in  suspense 1,025  78 

To  Interest  Account  of  A.  Bangs  &  Co. — balance 1,225  68 

$1,297,260  21 
To  Balance $73,911  3  0 


23 


1855. 

Nov  1.  Bv  Grading — A.  Bangs  &  Co $510, ."357  77 

By  Grading — O'Hava  tfc  Lamon 15,810  93 

By  Road  Bridges 424  87 

By  Iron  Culverts 5,700  88 

By  Iron 3,765  30 

By  Land  for  Depots 6,317  96 

By  Right  of  Way „ 4,093  00 

By  Loan  to  A.  Bangs  &  Co.  on  pledge  of  Stock 28,500  00 

By  Engineering,  Salaries,  &c 63,989  39 

By  Expense — salaries,  printing,  legal  advice,  <fec 12,694  04 

By  Interest  on  Loans 4,256  44 

By  Interest  on  Mortgage  Bonds 5,416  19 

By  Loss  on  City  Stock 9,047  61 

By  Stock  in  Bine  Ridge  R.  R.  Co 1 37,250  00 

By  Stock  in  Pendleton  R.  R.  Co 33,000  00 

By  Stock  in  So.  Ca.  R.  R,  and  Bank 35,000  00 

By  Bills  Payable— paid  in  full 347,509  62 

By  O'Hara  <fc  Lamon — overpaid  them 21491 

By  Balance 73,91 1  30 


,297,260  21 


THOMAS  M.  WAGNER,  Treasurer. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  BLUE  RIDGE  RAIL 
ROAD  COMPANY,  TO  NOV  EMBER  1,  1855. 

To  Capital  Stock,  instalments  paid  in $463,655  00 

To  Pendleton  R.  R,  Company 78,300  00 

To  Blue  Ridge  R.  R.  Company 137,310  00 

To  Interest  account,  for  interest  on  Stocks,  Arc 5,326  55 

To  Bills  payable 345,929  56 


$1,030,521  11 


Nov.  1.  To  Balance 173,911  30 
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By  Grading — A.  Bangs  &  Co $253,700  12 

By  Grading — O'Hara  &  Lamon 13,654  36 

By  Road  Bridges 424  87 

By  Culverts — Iron 5,700  88 

By  Iron 3,765  30 

By  Land  for  Depots 3,31 7  96 

By  Right  of  Way 4,093  00 

By  Loan  to  A.  Bangs  &  Co.  on  pledge  of  Stock  as  per 

contract 28,500  00 

By  Engineering  and  salaries 63,000  88 

By  Expense  Aeccount — salaries,  printing,  legal  advice,  dtc. . .  .12,694  04 

By  Interest  on  Loans 4,256  44 

By  Interest  on  Mortgage  Bonds 1,694  73 

By  Loss  on  sale  of  City  Stock 9,047  6 1 

By  Stock  in  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road 137,250  00 

By  Stock  in  Pendleton  Rail  Road 33,000  00 

By  Stock  in  S.  C.  Rail  Road  and  Bank 35,000  00 

By  Bills  Payable 347,509  62 

By  Balance  on  band 73,91 1  30 

$1,030,521  11 
THOS.  M.  WAGNER"?7^ am re>~ 


Hall,  Bank  of  Charleston,  Nov.  22,  1859. 

The   Annual   Meeting  of  the    Stockholders  of  the   Blue 
^idge  Rail  Road  Company,  in  South  Carolina,  was  held  this 

The  majority  of  the  Stock  being  represented,  the  meeting 
vr  ,;'v  proceeded  to  business. 

Hon.  Charles  Macbeth,  Mayor  of  Charleston,  was  called 
,;*to  the  Chair,  and  William  H.  Peronneau  appointed  Secre- 
tary. 

The  President  submitted   a  report  on  the  condition  and 

^'j  I'ospects  of  the  Road,  and  also  a  report  of  Colonel  Walter 

*'|0>vynn,  Chief  Engineer,  and  statements  and  exhibits  of  the 

■'''-Treasurer,  which  were  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

,"f  ijln  pamphlet  form. 
"> 

An  election  was  held  for  nine  Directors,  to  serve  for  the 

suing  year,  which  resulted  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Hon.  Edward  Frost. 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Macbeth,  Mayor  of  Charleston. 

3.  Henry  Gourdin. 

4.  Charles  M.  Furman. 

5.  George  A.  Trenholm. 

6.  Robert  Adger. 

7.  William  C,  Dukes. 

8.  Charles  T.  Lowndes. 

9.  William  C.  Heyward. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

CHARLES  MACBETH,  Chairman. 

Wm.  H.  Peronneau,  Secretary. 
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Hall,  Bank  of  Charleston,  Nov.  22,  1859. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Rail  Road  Company  of  South  Carolina,  was  held  this  day. 

An  election  was  entered  into  for  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Hon.  Edward  Frost,  President. 

Wm.  H.  Peronneau,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned.  .    ) 

WM.  H.  PERONNEAU,  Secretary. 


•., 


